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HEALTH CARE REFORM

Smoking Cessation Pharmacotherapy Among Smokers Hospitalized for Coronary Heart Disease
Meta-analyses demonstrate that, compared with no treatment, inpatient smoking cessation pharmacotherapy (SCP) coupled with outpatient follow-up significantly improves quit rates. 1 Accordingly, the Joint Commission now considers inpatient use and (Table) . There was substantial variation across hospitals, with a median (10th-90th percentile) treatment rate of 22.3% (9.6%-36.7%) (Figure) . Accordingly, the hospital was the factor most associated with receipt of SCP (median OR, 1.91; 95% CI, 1.77-2.04), but this association was not explained by the hospital size, urban location, teaching status, or US region. Between 2004 and 2011, there was a 6% absolute increase in mean hospital SCP rate, but only a 2% increase from 2011 and 2014.
Discussion | In this large national sample, we found that few smokers hospitalized for treatment of CHD received SCP during their hospitalization. This percentage increased modestly Letters until 2010 but has slowed recently. Although multiple patient characteristics, comorbidities, and treatment factors were associated with the receipt of SCP, these were outweighed by the hospital where the patient received care. Indeed, 1 hospital achieved an administration rate of 64%, but more than 40% of hospitals administered SCP to fewer than 20% of eligible patients. These findings may reflect differences in hospital policies, physician inexperience with prescribing SCP, or lingering concerns about the safety of SCP in patients with CHD. One limitation of our study is that we did not have information about whether patients were offered and refused medications. Another limitation is that our database may not be fully representative of the United States. In addition, the ICD-9-CM code for tobacco use has high specificity but low sensitivity. 5 Although some active smokers could have been missed in our analyses, we are confident that patients included were indeed smokers.
Internet Searches for Suicide Following the Release of 13 Reasons Why
The Netflix series 13 Reasons Why explores the suicide of a fictional teen, and the finale graphically shows the suicide over a 3-minute scene. The series has generated widespread interest (>600 000 news reports 1 ), including debate about its public health implications. For some viewers, the series glamorizes the victim and the suicide act in a way that promotes suicide, while other viewers hope the series raises suicide awareness. To advance the debate, we examined how internet searches for suicide changed, both in volume and content, after the series' release. 2 Methods | Using Google Trends (http://google.com/trends) we obtained search trends including the term "suicide," except those also mentioning "squad" (a popular film), emerging from the United States. Using the related search terms tool, we also monitored the top 25 terms and the next 5 most related terms to those, yielding 20 terms after ignoring duplicate, unrelated (eg, "suicide slide"), or unclear (eg, "suicide bridge") terms. Suicide queries were divided by the total number of searches for each day and then scaled to range from 0 to 100, eg, 50 indicates 50% of the highest search proportion. Raw search counts were inferred using Comscore estimates (http://comscore.com).
Our approach was quasiexperimental, comparing internet search volumes after the premiere of 13 Reasons Why with expected search volumes if the series had never been released (March 31, 2017, through April 18, 2017; the cut-off was chosen to precede American football player Aaron Hernandez's suicide on April 19, 2017, so that our estimates would not be contamiEditorial page 1418 
